













On track / The Race craft Renaissance 
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GEICO Honda's Blake Wharton races with the new 
Racecraft Renaissance goggle and wears 
the Higgins sunglass off the track. 


COMMON LENS REPLACEMENT SYSTEM 



GO 1 100 % 


THE ACGURI THE FIACECRAFT 


ns# 

@ridelOOpercent 
www.ride 1 OOpercent .com 








lime to shine... 

Bradley Smith picks up the Monster Energy Tech3 
Yamaha and also some of the glare at Losail in the 
final 2014 tests before it all begins again at the 
same venue this weekend. In his second MotoGP 
campaign Smith will be one of a curious gaggle of 
riders aiming to break the Spanish monopoly on 
the premier class podium 

Photo by www.tech3.fr 















Making early waves... 

Drift with style by Romain Febvre and a hypnotic roost 
effect in the softer soil of Si Racha for the Thai Grand 
Prix. Husqvarna (mk.4) already tiave a podium finish in 
an FIM World Championship thanks to the Frenchman; 
how long will it take them in MotoGP when the road 
racing campaign starts this weekend? 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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BODY PROTECTOR 


Leatt’s top of the line in soft body protection. The perforated multilayer 3DF Airfit impact foam offers 
a soft and flexible fit, yet instantly transforms into a harder, energy-absorbing, protector upon impact 
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AMA-SX 


DETROIT 

FORD FIELD ■ MARCH 15th ■ Rnd 11 of 17 

450SX winner: James Stewart, Suzuki 

250SX East Coast winner: Adam Cianciarulo, Kawasaki 



By Steve Matthes, photos by Simon Cudby 







R ound 11 of the Monster Energy Supercross Series 
was in Detroit, Michigan for the first time in six 
years and the crowd seemed to long for it. The stands 
were pretty jammed and although the downtown core 
of Detroit has been hit hard by the realities of the 
economies of the state the last ten years or so, the 
fans in Michigan have a long-standing love of moto- 
cross and supercross and they came out this past 
Saturday night. 

Here are some thoughts and musings from the motor 
city supercross: 

-Well, Yoshimura Suzuki’s James Stewart rode a great 
race to grab his third win of the season (tying Mon¬ 
ster Kawasaki’s Ryan Villopoto for most in 2014) with 
a dominant ride. Stewart had a rough practice (still 
logging the second best time) in going down a couple 
of times but in the main event he passed leader Cole 
Seely early and simply rode away and hid from every¬ 
one. Stewart admitted after the race that he thought 
the series title was out of reach - and at a 49-point 
deficit we agree with him - but that winning the most 
races this season and not winning the title would be 
ok. 

-With the triumph, Stewart moved to tie with Ricky 
Carmichael for second most supercross wins all- 
time with 48 and it’s interesting to note that Stewart 
achieved this fact in basically the same amount of 
races as RC. 115 for Carmichael and 113 for Stewart 
and that’s pretty amazing. I would have bet a lot of 
money back in 2008 or whatever that Stewart would 
zoom past RC pretty quickly and challenge Jeremy 
McGrath’s 72 wins but some injuries, some crashes, 
not liking his JGR Yamaha have all conspired to hurt 
Stewart in his self-admitted quest to get to 72. Most 
likely he won’t reach McGrath’s record but in this 
authors eyes, there has never been a more talented, 
remember ‘talented’, indoor rider ever. And soon, 
he’ll be second best of all-time. 

-After the race Ryan Villopoto appeared to be visibly 
frustrated by his second place finish as he cut short 
his interview with SX Live’s Jim Holley to ride back to 
his truck. Like a lot of riders, Villopoto was not a fan 
of the track as the quality of dirt at many of the races 
this year have not allowed the riders to really push 
that hard. And when you’re as aggressive as Villopoto 
is, it’s got to be frustrating to just have to gently roll 
the throttle on. 







AMA-SX DETROIT 


James Stewart’s third win in 
Detroit and first since 2007 was 
also Suzuki’s first at Ford Field. 
The event was just the fourth 
450SX class meeting in the city 
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We’ve seen races like Indianapolis (last to 4th) 
and Daytona (huge win) have some tacky dirt 
and it’s allowed Villopoto to dominate. More 
than not we’ve had terrain that has been like 
Detroit, and it has let the riders that nail the 
start get out front. Villopoto steers with his 
rear wheel, he’s hard on the throttle and these 
hard packed dirt tracks do not let him be at his 
best. And the frustration is showing. 


wants to leave, when was the last time that a 
team forced a rider to stay? In talking to peo¬ 
ple close to the deal, I can’t figure out why 
KTM would let Kenny go but depending on who 
you talk to it’s either Roczen not happy with 
the bike or KTM’s offer just isn’t good enough 
and Roczen is going for the cash. And I will 
let you guess which side of this thing told me 
which reason! As always, there are three sides 
to every story... 



-Well it was a great run for Red Bull KTM’s 
Kenny Roczen but a DNF and a mechanical in 
the last three races (one crash, a rock in his 
brake this weekend that left him a lap down) 
knocks him from the only rider able to chal¬ 
lenge Villopoto for the title to now fourth in the 
points and out of this thing. Too bad for Kenny 
but he’s still had a great season this year, his 
first in the 450SX class. 

-Lot’s of talk about Roczen going to the RCH 
Suzuki team next year and I, for one, believe 
this will happen. From sources I talk to on both 
sides of this deal it seems that Roczen is going 
to return to yellow (he was a Suzuki rider in 
Europe for his formative years) and help the 
RCH team be a real contender for the champi¬ 
onship next year. Don’t look for this to be offi¬ 
cially announced for a long time, Kenny’s KTM 
contract states that they have until thirty days 
or so until the end of the contract to match the 
offer and keep Roczen on orange. 


-Adam Cianciarulo of the Monster Pro Circuit 
team won his third race of the 250SX eastern 
series and in the other two rounds, he’s been 
second. So, yeah, his 17-point lead in the series 
is well justified. Adam’s been better than most 
people thought he could, or would be, because 
as chronicled over and over, his introduction to 
the motocross series last year was rough. AC 
was pressured by GEICO Honda’s Justin Bo¬ 
gle for pretty much the whole race and that’s 
another check in the box for Adam. We’ve done 
the “Can he crash bad and still do well?”, the 
“Can he do well from the LCQ?” and now we 
have the “How does he handle pressure?” box 
checked. 


-And hey, on that note some people threw dirt 
on the grave of the Pro Circuit team as they 
struggled last year to win races at the same 
clip that they have in the past. But look at this, 
between Justin Hill and Dean Wilson winning 
the last two 250SX Western series races and 
now Cianciarulo, Martin Davalos and Blake 
Baggett winning all five of the 250SX Eastern 
series races, the Pro Circuit guys are on a 
seven-race win streak 





Best race finish for Andrew 
Short this season as he flies 
the flag for the +30 age group 
in the absence of Chad Reed. It 
was his second top five finish 
in a row and he is one of just 
three riders to claim a top ten 
result in every round this year 


PLAY 
















o-x\% ^tvj 




■ *\ i^ji j 












IL ,r *W P ^Up 










■V El 


■I f 1 \l * T J 

n K 










^V/ llinl. 

Iw » jL' i-. ' r 1 

Jr j^K 





► -j 




' , >kSkV'i'T^ JjrlH 

■/ ATI 1 HI 

r.yr i^oj 

»in 




/ 



Cai ”9E 


^ 


”. f u 

%3tIlsBiK i'I * 



— 

V* ~"i™ I 


g= 

«'4 

-# 1 

Id 































Seven podium results in 2014 for 
Dungey who has now racked-up 54 
in the 450SX premier class. He now 
has more trophies than Rick John- 
san and is ninth on the all-time list 














Cianciarulo won first time out 
in Detroit for what is rapidly 
becoming a memorable season 
of ‘firsts’. Five podiums in a row 
and AC has yet to drop out of the 
top ten in the East Coast contest 
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AMA-SX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 













































ONE FOR THE RECORD BOOKS... 

By Steve Matthes 


T he 2014 Monster Energy Supercross series 
made a return to Detroit and this allowed 
Yoshimura Suzuki’s James Stewart to get back 
into the win column. In fact, at the last three 
Detroit Supercrosses he's been a part of he's won 
them all. Stewart got into the lead early and with 
points leader Ryan Villopoto on him, he simply 
pulled away to a pretty easy victory, his third of 
the series. 

It was a cold night in Detroit on a track that no 
one really liked and catching up with James after 
the race, it was a sense of genuine happiness to 
tie Ricky Carmichael in career wins and soon - 
you have to feel - he’ll be second all-time behind 
Jeremy McGrath. 

Fantastic race. Once RV got behind you he was 
1.3 seconds back, and you just pulled that thing 
out and won pretty easily... 

I was gauging him the whole race. Then we’d get 
a gap on him and kind of pull away for a little bit 
and just keep the pace. I actually stalled it out 
there right after the finish line. I stalled it and got 
three little bumps and one more I would have had 
to pull out this kick-starter and start it up. But I 
was able to get it going and didn’t lose too much 
time. Last couple laps I knew where he was and 
was just trying to ride it to the finish. 

We do this little pre-race thing and we talked 
about you specifically. You had second-best time 
but I saw you go down twice. I saw you come up 
short a couple times. It was a little of a rough 
practice, even for you... 

I’m not going to lie, we struggled all day. I think 
Ryan was riding really good all day. Even the heat 


race, we won but it wasn’t flawless. Then we tried 
making changes. I’ve been riding good all year 
it’s just unfortunately the last three races I’ve lost 
a lot of points even riding well. I knew if I had a 
start and I could be up then I could win races, and 
I’ve proved that. I was able to do that. So I was 
definitely happy to save the best for the main. 

At one point, you had two straight wins, was 14 
points down, fastest guy by far in practice at Indy 
and Atlanta, all that. One first turn crash, one 
damaged header, one mistake by yourself, and 
all of sudden you were 50 back. It’s got to be 
frustrating. 

Yeah, it is. It's frustrating but I was more frustrat¬ 
ed last year not to even really be that competitive 
for a win. Again, obviously the championship’s 
probably gone, but I could still salvage 2nd, 3rd 
place in the points or whatever. My goal right now 
is try to beat Ricky’s record. I tied it tonight, so 
that's special. The championship is one thing and 
obviously that’s my goal all year. I really haven’t 
changed that. I haven’t really changed my riding; 
just some weird things happen. 

The good part is I’ve been riding well. I'm prob¬ 
ably riding better than I have been in the last few 
years. When things are right or even close to right 
we can win races and be competitive. Even when 
things are right sometimes we just have some 
weird luck. It was frustrating but I told the guys, 
there's nothing I can do. It is what it is and I put 
the effort into it, and we won tonight so it was 
good. 



Props to your guys for Daytona because I was a 
mechanic for a long time and I never brought a 
header to the mechanics area ever. I would have 
never thought of that. So you got some points 
out of that. 

Yeah, it was two laps down. I was actually pass¬ 
ing people. It was frustrating. It even took Rene a 
little bit to even recognize. Somebody pointed out 
the header to him. It's not what you’re thinking. I 
kind of mentioned something before the parade 
lap. We were having some clutch issues, and he 
thought it was that. We actually thought the mo¬ 
tor was blowing so he never really looked down 
at that. But he did it and I passed a lot of people, 
rode really hard, was fast and got 18th. 

It’s not over, but if you finish 2nd and you have 
the most wins, you’re tied now with RV for 3,1 
guess that’s a little bit of something to hang your 
hat on? 

Yeah, obviously I want the championship but I 
definitely want to be known as a guy that had the 
potential to win, and prove it with race wins. So 
whether we do that or we don’t, I still think the 
points are one thing but all I can do is say that I 
put the effort in and I am riding different. I have 
a different attitude. My team sees it. If we win, 
we do, if we don't, we don’t. I think they see the 
difference this year and we’ll deal with that when 
it comes. 

And passing Ricky...you tied him but soon you’ll 
be passing him, then you move in 2nd place all- 
time in Supercross wins, so that’s kind of cool. 

It is. 



72’s next! 

I'm going to have to have more wins than three 
so far to get it but we got to start somewhere. You 
got to pass 2nd to get to 1st, so we got it. 


Nobody seemed to like this track. I don’t know 
what the deal was. What’d you think? 

I thought it sucked. It was weird because, not 
saying that Dirt Wurx didn’t do a good job, I just 
think they could have done a couple things to 
open it up. Like roll down some of those insides. 
I think the dirt didn’t help that. But if you shave 
down a couple insides and make guys go inside 
and out, it at least opens it up. 
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A LOOK INSIDE DEUS EX MACHINA 

By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 











O n the crossing of Venice Boulevard and 
Lincoln in Los Angeles the Deus ex 
Machina outpost/coffee shop/workshop/’art 
gallery’ stands as a monolith of creativity and 
sumptuous motorcycling and lifestyle fandom. 
‘Custom cool’ would probably be the easiest 
and laziest way to tag Deus but the appeal of 
this relatively new Australian brand, founded in 
2006, goes a little beyond that. The combina¬ 
tion of some gorgeous bikes, a laidback ethos 
and a range of apparel, accessories and arte¬ 
facts that shout ‘quality’ help differentiate the 
firm. They say they are more of a ‘culture’. 

Later on we’d move deeper into Hollywood 
and visit the Powerplant Chopper workshop 
on Melrose; something that is far more ‘type’ 
when it comes to the vast custom motorcycle 
scene. Deus on the other hand feels fresher, 
more modern and definitely sportier. 

Here on Venice the small workshop area be¬ 
hind the main shop front - where people 
steadily drop in and out for coffee, chat and to 
do some work around the vast table space - is 
home to Michael Woolaway or ‘Woolie’ as he is 
affectionately known. For a custom motorcycle 
outfit we’re pleasantly surprised to find a pris¬ 
tine limited edition Six Days Enduro KTM as 
well as a half-built Yamaha TZ in full road rac¬ 
ing trim as personal projects/toys in Woolie’s 
domain. Along with the two wheeled creations 


dotted around the facility and his previous 
work like ‘The American’, 'Moto Grigio’, ‘Dak- 
daak’ and ‘Fiddler’ - as well as designs for the 
likes of Orlando Bloom, Bruce Springsteen and 
Billy Joel - it is clear that the builder’s vision is 
a key element and arguably the heart of Deus 
in the U.S. The Australians, from out of Sydney, 
spread to California and to the Venice neigh¬ 
bourhood two years ago - under the control of 
Julian Heppekausen - and now also boast flag¬ 
ships in Bali and Milan that cater for the surf 
and bicycle strands of the empire. 
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“The philosophy of the business is far more 
about the people. We wouldn’t have opened 
this place if it wasn’t for Woolie,” says Hep- 
pekausen. “You need a cornerstone and a 
person that it is built around. In Bali there 
is Dustin Humphrey who is a photographer 
very well known in the surf world for fantastic 
portraits. So it sort of evolves from the people 
rather than a strategic plan.” 


“Bali is three and a half hours from Australia 
and has really good surf,” he continues. “You 
can do things in Bali - because of the space - 
that you cannot do anywhere else in the world. 
Our place there is about 30,000sq ft, about 
3000 metres; it’s big! Milan evolved because 
of Federico Minoli who is the ex-CEO of Ducati 
who came to Deus and said ‘I want to be a part 
of this, how do I do it?’ He was the one who 
put together the team of people who owns and 
runs the Italian site. Filippo Bassoli - who runs 
that branch - is just a passionate motorcy¬ 
clist...and you end up dealing with a complete¬ 
ly different echelon of motorcycling people 
from where we started off in Australia, but that 
is how a lot of great things start. Deus created 
its own language in the motorcycle community 
and people who were passionate about the 
industry saw that it was something driven by 
equally passionate people and they wanted to 
get involved. The enthusiasm rubs off; I never 
had a dirt-bike before I came here but Woolie 
passed on the message, got me hooked and 
then I saw there was a balance I could have 
with riding. You’ve got to go out and try it all.” 


Although he is clearly revered, Woolie is a 
down-to-earth character and evidently enrap¬ 
tured with his reason-for-being. The Califor¬ 
nian insists the bike fascination and thus his 
vocation came from the race track and his 
speedy endeavours as a youngster. “As a racer 
of my age, back when you were younger you 
had to make the parts to make the bike better,” 
he explains. “Figure out why the bike wasn’t 
going good then redesign a component and 
either have it built or fabricate it yourself. So I 
have been building motorcycles since I was a 
kid and this is just taking it to the next level. 
Each bike is always a bit better and it is very 
enjoyable for me.” 





“I was given the opportunity to come here and 
design the bikes for Deus and it has worked 
out pretty well,” he says after being installed at 
Venice six months before the location opened 
to wider public. “I told them I did not want to 
do what they had done before in Australia, and 
wanted to produce something different for this 
market. At the moment I am booked up for 
almost a year and a half on custom hand-built 
bikes. Each bike is tailored to the customer 
depending on how they are going to use it.” 

Deus revels in being something a bit alterna¬ 
tive and there is no denying the increasing 
profile of the company in the international mo¬ 
torcycle circles. In some eyes it is seen as the 
‘brand’ of the moment. “We have to be careful 
of that because we want to be around longer 
than the ‘coolness’ and that’s a conversation 
that we have regularly,” admits Heppekausen. 
“We know it is ‘hot’ right now but in five years 


it might not be so hot. Carby Tuckwell is the 
creative director and it is his handwriting that 
ties it all together. He is the custodian and 
looks after all the artwork and the graphics 
and we feel that as long as it is all done with 
the same philosophy and has Carby’s signa¬ 
ture across it then this ties it all together. He 
has a massive job because he has to keep the 
brand feeling like it is the same but potentially 
looking very different.” 

Specifically on motorcycles, Deus like to centre 
on one specific theme. “One thing I know that 
Woolie works hard on - and what we believe - 
is that we want people to have fun on their mo¬ 
torbike, so we all work to make sure that the 
bike people leave with is very appropriate to 
them rather than being what is just the coolest 
looking thing out there. It is a tough balance 
to talk people out of what they want but if they 
don’t like riding it then they’ll just give up.” 






“What Woolie is good at is that creativity and 
doing something that maybe not a lot of peo¬ 
ple have done before,” the Australian adds. 
“How do you do a sports-based chopper differ¬ 
ently?” 

“Fabricating and shaping aluminium is some¬ 
thing you always get better at every time you 
do it,” says Woolie. “I have always been able to 
visualise things. I have five siblings; the older 
two are nuclear physicist and an aerospace 
engineer and everybody else is an artist! I’m 
kinda right in the middle of that with the engi¬ 
neering and the art. Lately I have been doing 
more design work on computers and it makes 
it easier for the customer to see what I am 
thinking and that has been a big help. I can 
see things in my head and make them with my 
hands but sometimes people don’t understand 
me!” 


Heppekausen: “You go to these motorbike 
shows and something like Born Free is fantas¬ 
tic but in the end you basically have the same 
bike with different colours and this-and-that. It 
doesn’t actually do much for the growth of it 
[the scene]. What we try and do here sees us 
bouncing from a KTM to a W650 to a vintage 
Triumph. Woolie has this knack of convinc¬ 
ing the customer what is best for them. They 
might want a cafe racer but end up leaving 
with a vintage Triumph. It is important because 
a lot of the guys are not motorcycle people. 
They want to get it, but if they were strongly 
into the scene then they would have a stronger 
opinion of what they want. If we were just 
pumping out the same bike again and again 
Woolie would not be here.” 
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MICHAEL WOOLAWAY: builder, creator, visionary 


How do I go about creating my own bike? 

We’ll sit down and talk about how you are 
going to use the bike. Does it need to do 
lOOmph? Does it need to do wheelies? Or do 
you just want something that will go from your 
house to the cafe and back? How many miles 
a year will you do? The feedback from that 
determines the powerplant. Then I ask you or 
the client to send me images that inspire him 
or her; things from real estate to animals or 
whatever...or other motorcycles hopefully from 
any period. From those images I hopefully can 
an idea of what era the person’s style relates 
to in motorcycling. Due to my age I grew up 
watching Manx Nortons on the track. I saw 
all of the British stuff and one of my first race 
bikes was an old Norton 800 JPS. I was deal¬ 
ing with guys setting that bike up who were 
ex-factory racers. I’ve absorbed as much as I 
can since then. 

Anything interesting on the go? 

One client wanted to take a modern bike and 
make it look like an old TT bike and I’m tack¬ 
ling that with my own style. We’re also doing a 
KTM based on their road race bike and turn¬ 
ing it into a Supermoto-style machine for a 
guy who is a serious rider: tons of power and 
tons of control. It will be a bit like The Beast’ 
[Super Duke 1290] but quite a bit lighter with 
chromoly...quite a few things on those bikes 
you don’t really need so I’ll strip it down to the 
bare minimum. The people that I work with I 
really make it a collaboration. I’ll take a photo 
and send it over and keep them in the process 


of the build. Sometimes I don’t get that con¬ 
tact with the client; I have just finished one 
that is on the way to France. It sounds like the 
client lives on one of the islands near there, 
maybe Corsica, and his wish was to use it just 
to go to the beach and back. That’s all I know 
about him! 

So what are the ball-park numbers involved 
for a custom Deus bike? 

One takes between 4-500 hours. A gas tank 
takes seven days and a seat five or six days; 
just for those two components. We do OK for 
billing on the parts but we lose out on the la¬ 
bour which can creep up to 50,000 dollars. At 
the end of the day it needs to work as a mar¬ 
keting tool as well. 

How many have you done now? 

I’ve been here about two years and I’ve been 
through about 13 custom bikes from the 
ground up and in between all that there were 
perhaps five that were numbered bikes; a copy 
of an Australian model with a small order. We 
use parts from dirt-trackers and local compa¬ 
nies. 

Has anyone given you the chance to do your 
dream machine yet? 

I’ve already built it! A 650R chromoly super 
single as well as a 450X. I have always loved 
super singles and rode a Rotax for a while. I 
love that single unit and trying to get the most 
out of it. I built two of them just recently. 
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JULIAN HEPPIEKAUSIEN 

AUSTRALIAN GENERAL HONCHO 


Are people surprised that Deus is an Australian brand 
especially being in Venice and the heart of LA? 

I think they are surprised but it is not something we 
overly push. There is always that Australian element 
to it because of the link to Sydney but as we expand 
to Europe - and Woolie has that love affair with KTMs 
and other exotic bikes - I think it is more general. 


You mentioned the spread of Deus. Do you think it is 
difficult to maintain the quality and ethos of the brand 
across different territories and cultures? 

It definitely is. Omar Varts, who runs international 
sales, is approached every day by someone who 
wants to set-up in Europe at the moment. We are 
dealing with some great guys in Germany. We had a 
meeting with BMW who want to get involved and then 
there are the Italians and the French in the middle as 
well as the Eastern Europeans...as you well know all 
those cultures are so very different. We’ve even been 
to Soho in London looking at a space. What we try to 
explain is that Deus is a philosophy and an idea and 
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DEUS EX MACHINA 


if we find the right people in each area to help 
harness that philosophy then it helps to slowly 
progress. If it is a little bit different then that’s 
alright because it is not Starbucks or a cookie- 
cutter thing. Yesterday we had people from 
Bangkok here looking to do something but it 
would be on a smaller scale, kinda like Bali. 

In Italy you can get stuck in the scooter thing. 
There is nothing wrong with scooters and I’ve 
ridden some awesome old vintage Vespas and 
it is part of how it [the brand] is evolving. Here 
in the U.S. Woolie is passionate about getting 
the right performance and where we are com¬ 
ing from is about artistic interpretation mixed 
with that performance. If we just copied what 
happened in Australia we would get blown out 
of the water because we are not ‘customised’ 
enough for the customers here. 

What is it about LA? Australia has the roots, 
maybe Milan the panache so where does that 
leave you? 

In LA, and Venice in particular, there is a very 
good combination of the surfing and motor¬ 
cycles. We have to work more on the surfing 
side of our business because it is not an after¬ 
thought but is seen as ‘the other thing’ we do, 
just like our bicycles that are being driven out 
of Italy. The fact is that southern California is 
the home of customising everything. At some 
point is just seems that every significant per¬ 
son when it comes to this industry and ob¬ 
session has lived between San Francisco and 
San Diego. There is something about this area 
[Venice]: you can have four murders a month 
and yet the house next door can still be worth 
five million dollars! We don’t build inexpensive 
motorcycles so if we were in a smaller, less af¬ 
fluent town then we would not have the cus¬ 
tomer base that we do. The customers want to 
come in here, they want to knock on that door 
and speak to Woolie when they are in town and 
say ‘hi’. We want to keep that community feel¬ 
ing. 


What about the apparel? It is a small part but 
completes the look... 

The apparel is important to us because a lot of 
people have started in the ‘motorcycle busi¬ 
ness’ to sell their apparel, and I get that be¬ 
cause it is trendy or cool at the moment, but 
we see it the opposite way. We sell the apparel 
so Woolie and I can go dirt-bike riding! We 
sell the apparel because of the garage and the 
bikes we want to build. It helps fund it. It has 
evolved to become a very serious business, 
with our European distribution in particular 
being very significant. The product level is 
excellent and is going to that higher-end where 
our customer base is. We make a lot of it in 
the U.S and some in Europe from next year. It 
is about creating that picture of developing a 
product that is purposeful and useful for the 
lifestyles that we want. It is not motorcycle 
specific but if you have a look at a lot of it then 
there are some practical touches, like the fin¬ 
ger holes in the hoodies. 

What about the future and expansion? Does it 
mean finding the ‘Woolie’ in other cities? 

The million dollar question. The motorbike 
thing is headed by Woolie and this is it’s home 
and to expand into other retail then it would 
need to be a very considered thing in terms of 
the motorcycles. We cannot afford and would 
not really want ten garages around this coun¬ 
try. We are definitely west coast based at the 
moment and while we would like to expand the 
business and the retail side, how we do that 
is not easy. In Europe we have the same is¬ 
sue. We are talking to people in Germany and 
France about opening stores and then you sit 
there and look at who they are and how they 
can drive the business in those territories. The 
link with Federico in Italy gave it a clear motor¬ 
cycle direction. There will be expansion but the 
key points are the ‘when and how’. 
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N ever mind the convulsion of technical 
rules...No bizarre CRT pare ferme ritual 
for Aleix Espargaro this year...Somehow don’t 
despair for the dwindling of the supposed 
might of factory teams...Don’t cry for those 
battling to get to Argentina...Next time Brazil... 
(but you have a big enough party to worry 
about this year anyway)...Viva the emergence 
of production machinery, and acknowledge the 
twilight setting for the progression of electron¬ 
ics in MotoGR Shall we crack on with 2014? 

Nine months, eighteen rounds, four continents, 
fourteen countries. 23 riders in MotoGP (ten 
nationalities), 34 in Moto2, 33 in Moto3. It all 
starts with the sixth night race in a row at Lo- 
sail; an event where Honda have only sampled 
MotoGP victory once under the lights, with 
Casey Stoner in 2011. 

It can be a futile exercise to cast predictions at 
the start of a season -just ask Scott Redding 
about the occasional harsh page turn of the 
formbook - but if anything it does reveal some 
of the thoughts, insight or expectations of the 
people who are constantly keeping an eye on 
the sport.... 


NICK HARRIS 

35 YEARS OF GRAND PRIX ACTION AND EXPERT COMMENTATOR 

MotoGP 

Jorge Lorenzo 
Marc Marquez 
Dani Pedrosa 

Moto2 

Tito Rabat 
Takaai Nakagami 
Thomas Luthi 

Moto3 

Jack Miller 
Alex Rins 
Alex Marquez 


ADAM WHIEIELIER 

OTOR GUY... 

MotoGP 

Jorge Lorenzo 

Marc Marquez 

Valentino Rossi 

One to watch: Bradley Smith 

Moto2 

Nico Terol 
Thomas Luthi 
Tito Rabat 

Moto3 

Jack Miller 
Alex Marquez 
Danny Kent 

There is no reason to suspect that Marc Mar¬ 
quez will be slower or unmotivated for his 
second season in MotoGP, in fact you’d argue 
that with another year of life and experience 
he will be even better but there is no doubt 
that he rode his luck on several occasions in 
2013. I cannot help but feel 2014 might be a 
bit of a ‘difficult second album’ for the Catalan 
in terms of matching his maiden season im¬ 
pact. In contrast Lorenzo is perfectly synced 
with the Yamaha and is like a machine. I think 
Rossi will have some decent results this year 
in what could be his final season at the top. 
Nico Terol is an emerging force in Moto2 and 
has served his apprenticeship time getting 
used to the 600. I think his experience through 
mounting a successful campaign will tell even 
though Moto2 is probably the hardest category 
to call. In Moto3 Jack Miller is by far the out¬ 
standing favourite and watching and listening 
to vibes from the class then the Aussie has the 
title won already. Such a long season ahead 
though. 





























MATTHEW ROBERTS 

TV PRESENTER, JOURNALIST AND AUTHOR 

MotoGP 

Marc Marquez 
Jorge Lorenzo 
Dani Pedrosa 

Like last season there will only be a podium 
available to anybody outside the ‘three ami¬ 
gos’ if they have a bad day or are injured. In 
theory Marquez should be even stronger than 
last year but it will be interesting to see how 
he deals with the pressure and expectation of 
defending the title. Expect Lorenzo to take him 
the full distance again. 

Moto2 

Tito Rabat 
Thomas Luthi 
Maverick Vihales 

As Pol Espargaro and Scott Redding battled for 
the title in the latter stages of last season Tito 
Rabat was the fastest man in the Moto2 field 
and he has taken that form into pre-season af¬ 
ter replacing Redding in the Marc VDS squad. 
After a tough few years he is finally showing 
the promise that Alberto Puig once saw in him 
and he now has the tools and the team to do 
the job. 

Moto3 

Alex Rins 
Jack Miller 
Alex Marquez 

Jack Miller has been the revelation of the 
winter after moving to KTM but really it is no 
surprise considering some of his performances 
towards the back end of last season on the 
FTR Honda. I would love to see him win the 
title but I just feel the experience Alex Rins 
had fighting for it last year gives him the edge. 
Hope I’m wrong! 











































GAVIN EMMETT 

TV REPORTER FOR BT SPORT AND JOURNALIST 

MotoGP 

Marc Marquez 
Dani Pedrosa 
Jorge Lorenzo 

Honda are just too strong with fuel limits and 
tyres in their favour. It will be tight between the 
three all the way, and Valentino to challenge 
for the win at Qatar and be closer than last 
year. 

Moto2 

Thomas Luthi 
Tito Rabat 
Mika Kallio 

If Luthi can stay injury free I think he’s more 
consistent that Rabat who looks out and out 
the fastest but prone to moments of madness. 

Moto3 

Jack Miller 
Romano Fenati 
Danny Kent 

Jack looks the real deal to me, proper bike 
underneath him and he should be there. Would 
love to put Rins/Marquez in but the new Hon¬ 
da needs to prove itself yet... 







































MAT OXLEY 

REVERED JOURNALIST AND AUTHOR 

MotoGP 

Marc Marquez 
Jorge Lorenzo 

Dani Pedrosa (same as last year, I know) 

One to watch: Aleix Espargaro 

Marquez has to be favourite to win it, so long 
as he stays in one piece. 

Moto2 

Tito Rabat 
Mika Kallio 
Thomas Luthi 

All these three know how to be fast and con¬ 
sistent, but Rabat may have the edge on 
speed. 

Moto3 

Jack Miller 
Alex Rins 
Danny Kent 

Miller did great things on an under-powered 
Honda, he will be brilliant on a KTM 
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DR MARTIN RAINES 

MOTOGP’S STATISTICAL WIZARD 

MotoGP 

Dani Pedrosa 
Jorge Lorenzo 
Marc Marquez 

It would be easy to say Marquez again, but I 
think he will have another year of learning in 
2014 and make some mistakes that will take 
their toll on his championship challenge. I do 
think it will be a great battle between the top 
three; we tend to forget that Dani has been in 
with a great chance of taking the title for the 
last two years until he was hit with bad luck 
(Misano in 2012 and Aragon in 2013). So I am 
going to say Dani has endured all of his bad 
luck, and this season is going to be trouble 
free! 

Moto2 

Tito Rabat 
Nico Terol 
Thomas Luthi 

Esteve Rabat really came of age last year and 
finally took the breakthrough win, so I think he 
will be the man to beat in 2014, especially as 
the Marc VDS team will be eager to give him 
all the support necessary and he has been 
putting in the hard miles in pre-season testing. 
Nico Terol will add some consistency to his 
riding - in 2013 he was sometimes outstand¬ 
ing and at other times lacklustre. Tom Luthi 
started the 2013 season injured, but came 
strong towards the end with five podiums in 
the last eight races and I expect him to con¬ 
tinue that form and get a win or two in 2014. 
Takaaki Nakagami has been quick in testing 
and should win some races, but not sure if he 
will have the consistency to challenge for the 
title. I am sure we will see Maverick Vinales up 
there at times, but he will need a year to learn 
the Moto2 bike set-up before he can be at the 
front every weekend. 


Moto3 

Jack Miller 
Alex Rins 
Danny Kent 

This is the toughest of the lot to predict! The 
two top guys from last year, who have re¬ 
mained in the class, moving to Honda; How 
will the Honda go this season? When it came 
to a last lap battle last year, Alex Rins seemed 
to be able to push that bit more (other than 
Valencia of course!) so I think he will have the 
edge on his team-mate Alex Marquez. But the 
favourite must be Jack Miller - he was the out¬ 
standing Honda rider last year and he seems 
to have adapted very well to the KTM. I also 
think Danny Kent will be in with a great chance 
of doing well, remember that the last time 
he was in Moto3 in 2012 he won two of the 
last four races. I am also hoping that Romano 
Fenati will be back up front again this year 
after suffering in 2013 on the Honda. 




DAVID lEMMIETT 

MASTER BLOGGER AND OVERSEER OFWWW.MOTOMATTERS.COM 

MotoGP 

Marc Marquez 
Jorge Lorenzo 
Dani Pedrosa 

One to watch: Aleix Espargaro (if Forward 
doesn’t fold) 

The Honda is sorted, the Yamaha is still 
struggling with fuel and tyres. It’ll take them 
half a season to sort that out, by which time 
Marquez will be too far gone. He’s going to be 
better this year than he was last year, and he 
won last year. I think Pedrosa will run Lorenzo 
close for second, but his luck will run out 
somewhere, as it always does. ‘One to watch’ 
is hard. Smith will be much, much better than 
he was last year. Pol has been surprisingly 
good in testing, but Aleix is going to shock 
a few people. I think he’ll also be the reason 
Yamaha will seriously consider switching to 
the Open class next year. They may have to, if 
they are to persuade Lorenzo to stay. 

Moto2 

Tito Rabat 
Nico Terol 
Mika Kallio 

One to watch: Maverick Vihales 

Tito has been ferocious in testing, but he is 
his own worst enemy. If he can keep his head 
and not chuck it into the scenery and break 
a leg, the title should be his. Maverick is a 
remarkable rider; he’s going to be scoring 
podiums before the end of the year. And Sam 
Lowes will do much better than expected. 


Moto3 

Jack Miller 
Alex Rins 
Alex Marquez 

One to watch: Karel Hanika 

The Hondas are going to lose too many points 
to Miller before they get the bike properly 
sorted. From then on, Miller will have his 
hands full, but he’s a much stronger rider this 
year than last. Maturity is paying off. There’ll 
be plenty of Italians on the podium too, which 
is important for the sport. But the quality of 
Rins and Marquez will keep them in the fight 
to the end. Karel Hanika is probably the best 
rider to come out of the Red Bull Rookies 
Cup. Peter Clifford pointed him out to me two 
years ago, and he’s just got better since then. 
Future world champ, might even get a win 
this year. 
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For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@ontrackoffroad.com 




I t’s a strange feeling to be seeing posts from 
my friends and former colleagues all over 
social media as they pack their bags for Qatar 
whilst, for the first time in fourteen years, I’ll be 
watching the opening round of the MotoGP sea¬ 
son from home. However, speaking as a fan I am 
just as excited about this season as I have been 
about any other and I can’t wait to watch Marc 
Marquez begin his title defence under the Losail 
lights from the comfort of my sofa! 

In many respects defending the title will be 
much harder for Marquez than winning it at 
the first attempt. Twelve months ago he went 
into this race as a rookie (albeit as a double 
World Champion in the smaller classes) with no 
pressure to win, and he was able to maintain a 
relaxed approach virtually all season - arguably 
up until the final round at Valencia when it really 
was do-or-die for the championship. 

But this year the expectation is on him to pro¬ 
duce immediately - from the fans and from 
HRC - and pressure can lead to mistakes, just 
ask Jorge Lorenzo. The Mallorcan has failed to 
defend the number 1 plate on each of the two 
occasions he’s won it, even choosing to super- 
stitiously stick with number 99 for his second 
defence in 2013 after a disastrous season with 
the number 1 in 2011. 

Marquez is no stranger to mistakes and the 
only thing more remarkable than his raw speed 
last season was the fact he walked away from 
a string of huge crashes that could easily have 
wrecked his season. They say the number one 
plate is heavy (only four riders have retained the 
title in the past 33 seasons: Wayne Rainey, Ed¬ 
die Lawson, Mick Doohan and Valentino Rossi), 
so the question is whether Marc has the shoul¬ 
ders to bear the weight - although the photo he 
tweeted on Monday suggests he does! 


Of course, the expectation on Marquez has 
eased somewhat for this first race due to the 
fact that he broke his fibula in a training crash 
only a month ago, causing him to miss the 
Phillip Island and Sepang 2 tests. It’s interest¬ 
ing that whilst the injury will certainly have a 
negative effect on his physical performance on 
Sunday night, maybe in a strange way it could 
help him from a psychological point of view by 
relieving some of the spotlight. Win this one, 
however, and there will be no excuses for the 
next race in Austin. 

With just a couple of days to go and the cham¬ 
pionship still clouded in confusion over the 
‘Factory 2’ farce, it was with some interest that 
I watched the opening race of the FI season in 
Australia at the weekend. I ranted in my last 
OTOR blog about the need for MotoGP to rip off 
the ‘Open’ class sticking plaster and introduce 
one set of rules and once again FI enjoyed reap¬ 
ing the fruits of its conviction in Melbourne. 

Having drastically reduced the cars’ perfor¬ 
mance for 2014 by replacing the V8 engines 
with turbo-charged V6s and imposing stricter 
limits on gearbox choices, as well as harder 
tyres and a host of other unpopular restrictions, 
most teams are still scratching their heads and 
there was some great action in the opening 
round. 

Sure, the machines aren’t as fast as they could 
be but they are still the fastest of their type in 
the world and the race for this year’s title is as 
open as it’s ever been. That is all MotoGP needs 
to aspire to. 
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VIEW FROM THE SOFA... 

By Matthew Roberts 
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RV SIGNATURE 


The Atlas Original has continued to improve since it revolutionized neck braces just two years ago. By utilizing new lightweight com¬ 
ponents the weight has been reduced by 20%, weighing just 750g (1.65 Lbs). A reversible rear mount system increases the simplicity of 
adjustment, while the built in strap clip system makes wearing the X-Strap system foolproof. Controlled amounts of engineered flexibility 
allow for automatic adaptive response to the way your body moves. The Atlas Original. Same great brace, just better. 



ATLASBRACE.COIVI | SOCIAL ©ATLASBRACE | USA 661 505 4407 | GLOBAL 604 542 5661 





Original. Yet better. 

Being original doesn't mean you can't change. 
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By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 

A TALK WITH SHAUN SIMPSON ON THE CAREER-BOOSTING 
AFTERMATH OF VICTORY AND WHY THE BRITISH MXGP RACER 
HAS BECOME A SYMBOL OF MOTOCROSS’ BYGONE VIRTUES 
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T here were only four winners of MXGP 
Grands Prix in 2013. Nine rounds were 
owned by world champion Tony Cairoli, four 
by Suzuki’s Clement Desalle, three by Ka¬ 
wasaki’s Gautier Paulin and then there was 
Shaun Simpson, out of the leftfield. The Scot’s 
ownership of the last ever MX1 meeting was 
as inspiring and welcome as it was surpris¬ 
ing. The narrative behind Simpson’s success is 
well-versed (popular, articulate and written-off 
shoestring racer conquers adversity and the 
might of the factories on the hardest and most 
physical track of the series) but we’re talking 
to the recently turned 26 year old today to 
find out how such an emphatic milestone can 
change a career and even a life. 

Simpson’s status and current position in the 
sport carries wider implications. As the son 
of a motocross-dedicated father he is a slow- 
burning talent and one of the increasingly 
marginalised pack of fast racers that are suf¬ 
fering in the short-term through the narrowing 
window of opportunities in the premier class. 
That’s why his triumph at Lierop was so im¬ 
portant. It was a charge against the accepted 
notion that only a fat factory contract will lead 


to the top step of the podium. Now, back as 
part of the HM Plant KTM UK team where he 
stepped onto the highest level with aplomb 
in 2008 (first trophies in MX2 and a British 
Championship) Simpson is an interesting case 
study of how a golden moment in the sun can, 
or might, lead to resurrection and regenera¬ 
tion. 

That ‘24’ machine is again one to watch, as 
his holeshot and early pace proved at the 
Grand Prix of Thailand. He is still the under¬ 
dog among the works bikes and entries and 
although his remarkable Lierop conquest came 
more than six months ago it still resonates... 
as we find out over a fruit smoothie and in the 
wake of an intense photoshoot in the Fairtex 
Thai boxing gym in Pattaya... 

We spoke to Gautier Paulin recently and he 
said there would be no surprises in MXGP 
this year and it will be the same guys at the 
front. As one of the winners of 2013 that must 
include you...the million dollar question: Can 
Lierop happen again? 

I don’t see why not. If you had asked me that 
this time last year I would have been pretty 










SHAUN SIMPSON 



sceptical and given it a 1% chance...but I’ve 
done it now and I know I can do it. I feel differ¬ 
ent, more confident. I don’t tend to look behind 
now at who’s coming. It could be Bobryshev, it 
could be Nagl or Paulin; I don’t care any more. 

I lost confidence over the past two years in MX1 
and if someone like Paulin was coming I would 
think ‘well, he is going to blow by me anyway’. 

I got to a point last year at Bastogne (Belgian 
GP) where I felt people were taking a loan of 
me. They were thinking ‘ah, it’s only Simpson, 
we’ll blow past him and he wont retaliate or 
anything like that’. Strijbos is one of those who 
believes he can push me around but I’m not a 
small lad. I’m not young any more and I feel 
like I can give as good as I get. I’m here to race 
now and I’m not just fannying about. I think a 
GP win in this class could be tough to follow 
but I’m looking for top fives overall each week 
and I want to be consistent. 

Earning a crucial victory and taking that confi¬ 
dence...is it something that is vital in a career? 

Whether it happens at 15 years old or 25. Just 
by judging the good effect it’s had on you... 

I suppose. It was something that I did need, 
even if it was something that I wasn’t searching 


for at that time. Now having it and remember¬ 
ing what it was like, my preparation going into 
2014 has been quite different to before. If I 
was having a tough time in training then I kept 
thinking back to how that race felt, how great is 
was to win the overall and be on the podium. I 
watched the race numerous times and it gives 
me a buzz just looking at it! I do wonder what I 
would feel like if it hadn’t have happened. It has 
perked me up a lot. The deals didn’t come flow¬ 
ing in but things worked out and I have a situ¬ 
ation now where I feel even in a better position 
than I did on the Yamaha at the end of 2013. 
That is a good thing. I feel set now and there 
are no question marks. With TM everything was 
fine in the beginning but then week after week 
there were changes and developments so it 
got to the point where I wanted to quit and say 
‘let’s stop because this is a mess’. But you can’t 
do that and you have to keep going on. There 
was a two month period that was a disaster and 
I thought ‘this is another year we are going to 
have to write-off. Now I feel very solid and if 
Roger [Magee, HM Plant KTM UK Team Owner] 
said to me right now “what do you feel about 
next year?” I would be quite happy to renew my 
contract. Just to have that stability. 













SHAUN SIMPSON 


“Th/s is the first year in a while where I have 
been training and felt that I will be going out 
there to genuinely try and win races - It is weird - 
It is just because I have that extra confidence 
from Lierop and I know I can do it ..." 
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The last two years must have been a whirl¬ 
wind. From a supported Yamaha to a works 
Yamaha, to a TM factory ride, offered a sat¬ 
ellite KTM to a privateer Yamaha. And then 
Lierop. It seems like a couple of careers there 
in just two seasons! 

It was! I think it was maybe yourself and Paul 
Malin when you were commentating on the 
GP in Qatar and talking about Max Anstie and 
how he has changed teams every year and he 
hasn’t really found his feet or space or where 
he feels comfortable...it is like that for me. I 
was with Roger for four years and that was my 
place and comfort zone. I then went factory 
KTM for two years but since then - 2010 - it 
has been a year-after-year cycle: Honda, Dixon, 
TM, Yamaha. I haven’t found stability. There 
was always a cycle of having a new mechanic 
and my Dad always being pushed to the side. 

I always bang-on about the same thing: you do 
so much work during the winter and during the 
week and if that cannot get transferred to your 
weekend then you might as well not bother. 

The amount of teams that send you away with 
a practice mechanic or let you do your own 
thing and then ignore any of the information 
you give back to them...it is completely stu¬ 
pid and that’s where I think a lot of people are 
going wrong when it comes to setting up the 
bikes for the riders. With Herlings and what he 
does with his practice programme really works, 
whereas I found with Dixon, LS or TM they 
didn’t really want to know what I was doing 
during the week. The bike was clean and shiny 
and ready to go and they didn’t want it to be 
touched until it was ready to go out on the GP 
track. In contrast even with my race bike now 
for Qatar and Thailand I went out and rode it 
for half an hour before it went in the crate. OK, 
it wasn’t so ‘nice and shiny’ but I knew every¬ 
thing was in the right position and the engine 
was OK, seat was fine and it was one less thing 
to think about. There are small things that you 
need as a rider to make life simpler. Some 
other riders might not give a toss and will just 
turn up and ride the thing. 


So what you are saying is that the older you 
get the more appreciation you have of the bet¬ 
ter way to work...I guess it sounds obvious... 
Yeah. My Dad has gone on about it before and 
Josh Coppins also talked about it with regards 
to the training side; the older you get the more 
you understand how your body works. He said 
if he knew at the beginning of his career what 
he did by the end then he could have been 
much fitter and in better shape, quicker, easier, 
faster. It took him a long career to figure all 
that out. You need to know what works. I’m not 
saying I’m the most technical guy on the track 
but I do tend to feel the bike a lot and tend to 
know if there is going to be a problem by see¬ 
ing, hearing or feeling it. I remember trying a 
shock recently around Lommel. I rode for a bit, 
came back and told them it was ‘f**cking aw¬ 
ful ’ and to take it off. They were a bit surprised 
but when they took it back for a service they 
found something wrong with it and apologised. 
I can try the newest, most singing-and-danc- 
ing latest stuff but I have no problem telling 
people if it doesn’t work for me and it’s crap 
because I know or remember a setting that 
was better a few months ago or the previous 
season. You tend to find eyes popping out of 
heads... 

So the moral of the Shaun Simpson story is 
that if you - and your Dad - are listened to 
more often then that will get the best out of 
you... 

A lot of people had the feeling that my Dad 
was putting ideas into my head and it’s not 
like that. I’ll come in and he’ll fire some small 
questions at me and we’ll just chat. From that 
chat we can take out whatever information we 
wanted. It’s not like he is telling me what to 
do or how to set the bike up. I don’t want that 
everyone has to absolutely listen to what my 
Dad or me have to say but at least give us the 
benefit of the doubt. That is what I was looking 
for from a number of my previous teams. 

If you saw us at home then you’d see how 
technically-minded Dad is. He has his own 
workshop, lathe and works on car engines, 




shocks, my race bike and race engines with 
our engine tuner. He listens, he learns and he 
is willing to take on anybody’s advice. I see 
how motivated he is to do things 200%. He 
doesn’t do botch jobs or half measures; I know 
all this but perhaps nobody else does. They 
just think he is a quiet, slightly weird older guy. 
It is a whole other story but overall I’m glad I 
have that part of my racing back in check and 
that we are using it to our advantage. I think 
somebody printed once that I thought he was 
the ‘best mechanic in the world’ or something 
like that. That is not what I’m implying at all. 
What I am implying is that he understands 
me and I understand him and together we get 
the job done. He is an asset for my racing. It 
worked with the Geboers and also the Thorpes, 
so why not for me? My Dad is a technical guy 
so why shouldn’t I use to that to my advantage 
instead of some ‘Joe90’ off the street or some¬ 
one who has done GPs for three years and 
thinks he knows it all? 


Have you therefore made rod for your own 
back by proving that you and your Dad are a 
combo that doesn’t need factory equipment to 
get the job done? 

Good point. I hadn’t really thought about that 
before. 

So after a factory KTM, some races on a fac¬ 
tory Yamaha, a ‘factory-ish’ TM and yet you 
won a Grand Prix very much on your own 
back. Did you have a think about what impli¬ 
cations it might have for you career generally? 
Honestly, no. There were moments when I was 
going to sign for Roger and go with KTM again 
and people were saying to me ‘do you think 
you might get a few results and then get fac¬ 
tory equipment again?’ and honestly I had the 
feeling that it was not the way I wanted to go... 

You are going against the grain then. Every¬ 
body wants to go ‘up’ and get into a factory 
position... 



Obviously it is a massive thing to talk about 
money but I can honestly say that it is not all 
about that for me. It is about making a career 
for myself and being paid what I deem respect¬ 
able for what I am achieving. You hear figures 
about what other guys are making and you see 
the results they are getting...but at the end of 
the day it is about being happy and producing 
the results I know I am capable of. After that 
comes the money, the fame and the rest of 
it. And if that comes through a small or a big 
team, a private sponsor or a drinks manufac¬ 
turer then I will deal with that...[pause] I’m not 
sure how to word it properly because you need 
to be open to opportunities. 

Some riders have written into their contracts 
that they get to keep bikes, or have company 
products or a specific type of travel arrange¬ 
ment. It just seems like you know the most 
effective way to work and that any teams 
interested in you should be aware of that and 
cater for it... 

A big part of the story - if we are going into 
it this way - is that people are dismissive of 
my Dad because he is my ‘Dad’. If he was my 
trainer or a coach and was in paid service 
to be around me throughout the year - like 
Karvella was for Marvin Musquin - he would 
be accepted. Just because it is my Dad and 
perhaps he is a bit more passionate about it 
and a bit more protective of me if I was being 
‘played’ by a team then he doesn’t mind saying 
something. He seems to be viewed as a pain in 
the ass. But the amount of times I’ve told peo¬ 
ple that any complaints or comments made 
by him or me are done only because it might 
be of benefit to the bike or me or the results... 
well, it’s exasperating. The amount of times we 
tried to get things changed and nobody has 
listened. 

Why was that do you think? 

I don’t know. LS with the engine and the sus¬ 
pension...we knew how to get that Honda 
engine fast but we had to go with their engine 
tuner instead. The suspension guy just would 
not change. With Dixon we also knew how to 
modify the engine but he did not want to piss 


off Rinaldi and would not give us enough parts. 
At TM it was stupid things like the rad scoops 
being bent in and it was ripping my pants. It 
was dangerous for my knee because I was get¬ 
ting my boots caught on the shroud. I said to 
them ‘can’t we change this?’ and it was a firm 
‘no’. I don’t know how things that could be so 
trivial could mean such a big deal. So frustrat¬ 
ing. 

If there is an after-effect of Lierop it is that 
you went from being ‘just another’ British rid¬ 
er in MXGP to one of the top UK riders again. 
Do you feel you were forgotten a little bit? 

I do feel that. Without getting too personal 
about the other British guys...l do feel I have 
played second fiddle to Tommy since he has 
some onto the GP scene. From 2008 when I 
burst through he was ahead of me. In 2009 
he was in the U.S. and then came back on the 
scene in 2011 where he took the spotlight. He 
was winning in MX2 whereas I was struggling 
to perform in MX1. It has evened-out a bit but 
there has always been that ‘goal within a goal’; 
the goal was to win but then everybody always 
wants to be top Brit. There would always be 
that little extra push there. 

Anyway I do feel that I put myself back in the 
shop window. Max [Anstie] has started the 
season well and I think Jake [Nicholls] will find 
MXGP tougher than expected when he is back 
to full fitness. Tommy expected to come in a 
get on the podium straight away last year and 
it didn’t happen. In a way it is nice that other 
riders are experiencing that because they 
might have looked at me a year or two ago and 
though ‘Shaun’s not doing that well’ but now 
they are in it themselves. You could be battling 
for 14th or for 4th and people are scrapping 
just as hard to stay in front of you. I think in 
MX2 it is a bit different and I think the level 
had dipped since the Rattray, Cairoli, Musquin, 
Roczen era. 

It would be lovely to be the top Brit. I feel like 
I have the pace for Tommy and the top five. In 
a way I try not to think about it because it is 
a trivial thing but if I perform like I know I can 
then being top Brit wont be out of reach this 
year. 
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SHAUN SIMPSON 


You mentioned the ‘goal’ of winning. Is it a bit 
of a myth? Not everybody can or does actu¬ 
ally win. Would you be admitting defeat if you 
know you cannot win or is that possible ‘delu¬ 
sion’ part of being a Pro racer? 

It is funny you should ask that because I’ve 
thought about it a lot myself. I saw recently 
that on my website for the ‘goals’ section I 
have ‘Win the World Championship’, ‘Win the 
British Championship’ and I genuinely do think 
I can do that for the latter one. I will go to 
every round thinking ‘I should be on the po¬ 
dium and I am going to win’ but then, when it 
comes to a GP, the answer is ‘no, I’m probably 
not going to win’. The ultimate goal is winning 
in any shape or form of course, and I would be 
lying if I said that I went into warm-up at Li- 
erop thinking I couldn’t do it because that day 
I knew I was going for the victory. Generally I 
would not go a Grand Prix thinking of the top 
step, I go thinking I will do the best I can...and 
that outlook can change depending on how the 
weekend is going. I would think it is the same 
for most riders unless your name is Cairoli, 
Desalle or Paulin. It all depends on how your 
weekend is going. 

So are you deluded?! 

Funny again that you chase that point because 
when I was back in British Championship 
schoolboys on the 125s the first year when 
I moved up I was going to do the best that I 
could. At the end of the year I got a bit more 
sponsorship and I trained hard through the 
winter. One of my mates texted-me and ask 


if I’d be happy with some points for the next 
season and I remember - even where I was 
when I replied - saying I was going to win it. I 
will win motos and try for this championship. 

I recall standing in the shower afterwards and 
really gee-ing myself up to do it...I almost won 
every moto that year until I broke my foot. I’ve 
thought about that since. At the start of some 
seasons I thought ‘I’m going to do my best 
this year’, but it wasn’t the same motivation I 
had when I was a kid and look what happened 
when I told myself I could do it. This is the 
first year [2014] in a while where I have been 
training and felt that I will be going out there 
to genuinely try and win races. It is weird. It is 
just because I have that extra confidence from 
Lierop and I know I can do it. 

Does that bring a smile to your face or does it 
get a sweat on by leveraging that extra pres¬ 
sure? 

I’m enjoying it, because I have the feeling that 
I want something like that again. It doesn’t 
bring any extra pressure and in some ways it 
takes the pressure off me; I’ve got nothing to 
lose, I’ve done it once. The best way to do it is 
to be comfortable, fit and strong and mentally 
in a good place and that all comes from being 
positive about things. Why not take all the pos¬ 
itives and be chilled out about it and then go 
and do your work? Being all tight and stressed 
doesn’t work. There are two ways to look at 
it...I wouldn’t say the win has lifted pressure 
off me because I wasn’t expecting that win. 




While we are talking about confidence...you’ve 
broken your arm, wrist, leg twice, collarbones 
five times, dislocated shoulder a few times. 
Was there ever a point when you were young¬ 
er when you thought ‘am I any good at this?’ 

I did not think about that question because 
I’ve always known I was quite good at it. You 
don’t get to world championship level or lead 
Heat races without being so. There were a 
few occasions when I’ve been driving home 
with my Dad where I said ‘maybe I’ve not got 
it’ or ‘maybe I’m not good enough to be a 
champion’. There have been some emotional 
times where I have been really down and I’ve 
questioned myself. And my Dad, who has been 
there through everything, he genuinely be¬ 
lieved through it all that I had something and 
told me so. There was no question in his mind, 
and for me to finally do it at Lierop was so 
emotional for him. It is getting emotional for 
me now just thinking about seeing his face and 
his reaction. It was like ‘we’ve done it’! I sup¬ 
pose I am hard on my Dad all the time and I 
don’t give him enough credit because I respect 
him and we do everything together. It was good 
to slap him on the back. He knew I had it in 
me somewhere and sometime but I just had 
to show it. We didn’t know where or when and 
that is why Lierop is still an amazing memory. 

Tackling Lierop then... 

The qualifying race was a big a shock as any 
because I’d come from eighth up to finish 
second behind Tony. The track was dry on 
Saturday. I’ve heard plenty of people since say¬ 
ing the track was an ‘enduro’ on Sunday and 
‘wasn’t any good’ but I was already good on 
Saturday which told me that perhaps I might 
not win on Sunday but I would be f**king close 
to the podium. With Instagram and Twitter and 
all those messages - I even kept some of them 
- I was able to feel that all the words about 


‘pushing through ‘was a vindication; to all 
those people who didn’t listen to me and here 
is what we did with that little set-up. I’m sure 
there are plenty who thought ‘how the f**k did 
he just do that?!’ and maybe doubted the way 
that they handled situations with me, especial¬ 
ly a few individuals out there. 

So what are you aiming to be in the future? 

I do feel that if you look back at my career - 
until the last two years - I was Mr Consistent. 

In 2008 I was the only rider to finish every 
moto in the points and in some of those I 
crashed at the start or we had little problems 
but I carried on. I do feel that I can be there 
every week in the top seven or eight. I think I 
have another three or four years in me of GP 
motocross, maybe a bit more. Who knows? 
What is the age limit in motocross these days? 
Who is to say we wont be racing until we are 
34? Let’s see how this year goes and aim for 
a top six-seven position in the championship 
and build on that next year for a top five and 
just try to keep building. Coming off two-three 
‘bad’ years I’ve done it relatively injury-free. 
The winter periods have been productive and 
I’ve not had to start from zero, rather just keep 
on topping up. I’m older, wiser and stronger 
and I understand my body more; I have a 
gluten deficiency and I figured that out a few 
years ago. I’m getting better every year. As 
long as you don’t start losing that extra bit of 
motivation, edge and balls-out-ness; you need 
those moments where you just have to keep it 
pinned! I don’t know where the future of moto¬ 
cross is going and that is something to get into 
another time because as a rider who has been 
doing this for quite a long time - ten years 
now - I’ve seen a lot of change. 












By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 
















MXGP THAILAND 







S i Racha was hot and people were bothered. The 
second round of the FIM Motocross World Cham¬ 
pionship was the first chalk on the board for the Red 
Bull KTM defending number ones as Tony Cairoli and 
Jeffrey Herlings were barely opposed in the MXGP 
and MX2 classes. 

Cairoli benefitted from the build of the KTM to largely 
escape the fuel boiling problems that affected at least 
two other Japanese factories to the extent that the 
riders concerned (Searle with a broken wrist, Paulin, 
Frossard, Nagl, Desalle, Strijbos, Ferrandis and Tonus) 
backed off and some even withdrew from the second 
moto. The controlled gas was imported by firm ETS 
and although the likes of Kawasaki had dyno-tested 
the fuel back in Holland the thirty-five degree climate 
and its repercussions was difficult to replicate in Eu¬ 
rope. 



Spluttering motorcycles or not there is little doubt 
whether the understandable hesitancy of some of the 
riders would have changed the overall result. Desalle 
circulated in sight of Cairoli but did not have enough 
speed to force any challenges for the lead. Max An- 
stie in MX2 continued with the 2013 Yamaha YZ250F 
but his bullish claims of superiority post-Qatar were 
confidently squashed by Herlings who obviously ben¬ 
efitted from flying home after Losail for more train¬ 
ing motos. Other noteworthy mentions came in the 
form of Glenn Coldenhoff granting Suzuki their first 
MX2 podium since 2011 and Jeremy Van Horebeek 
scooping his very first MXGP rostrum and first for the 
Rinaldi works crew since 2012. There seemed a little 
less certainty over the future of the Thai GP during 
this visit and it remains to be seen if Si Racha will 
again grace the MXGP calendar. 



MXGP THAILAND 







Contrasting Thai Grands Prix for Jeremy Van Hore- 
beek (below) and Tommy Searle (right). One would 
leave carrying a first MXGP podium trophy, the other 
two days later holding a freshly operated wrist. Searle 
is expected back for the British Grand Prix in May 
while Van Horebeek has been thoroughly consistent in 
the opening rounds so far. 

Herlings (bottom right) shows his superior physical 
conditioning once again in a confident 1-1 performance 
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Coldenhoff whips up the roost 
like Febvre on the factory Suzuki 
and looks more than competitive 
with the maligned RM-Z250 



























MXGP THAILAND 


Set-up issues for Max Nagl (left)blunted his nor¬ 
mally razor sharp starts. Steven Frossard (right) 
was spooked by the Kawasaki’s fueling problem 
to such a degree that he pulled out of the sec¬ 
ond moto; obviously mindful of two years of in¬ 
jury hell. Max Anstie (below) didn’t have enough 
for Herlings on this occasion but nobody has 
looked ‘more likely’ in 2014 to-date 
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A little bump back to earth for Thomas 
Covington who failed to get the Kawa¬ 
saki signing. The American finished 
outside the top ten. Meanwhile the 
Thai Grasshopper event (below left) 
saw some genuinely weird - and down¬ 
right scary - off-road machinery taking 
to the Si Racha jumps... 




CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MXGP OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

2 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

3 

Jeremy Van Horebeek, BEL 

Yamaha 

4 

Max Nagl, GER 

Honda 

5 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Kawasaki 


MXGP WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 2 of 18 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli 

92 

2 

Max Nagl 

76 

3 

Gautier Paulin 

75 

4 

Jeremy Van Horebeek 

72 

5 

Clement Desalle 

71 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

2 

Glenn Coldenhoff, NED 

Suzuki 

3 

Max Anstie, GBR 

Yamaha 

4 

Dylan Ferrandis, FRA 

Kawasaki 

5 

Romain Febvre, FRA 

Husqvarna 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 2 of 18 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings 

97 

2 

Dylan Ferrandis 

74 

3 

Glenn Coldenhoff 

69 

4 

Romain Febvre 

66 

5 

Arnaud Tonus 

65 
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MASTER 

By Adam Wheeler 


OF THE STAY... 


T here isn’t a big secret behind most of Tony 
Cairoli’s seven world titles. OK, the Sicilian 
has been on decent equipment and has found a 
team environment that injects a high degree of 
pleasure into his racing but the success is still 
simpler. 

Fantastic talent born out of relentless practice 
and riding? Check. A wealth of race experience? 
Definitely. Only four other riders in MXGP have 
been in Grand Prix as long as Tony. Avoider of 
big injuries? Ah, here’s the clincher. Cairoli has 
struggled through niggles; strained ligaments 
and other aches and pains here and there but 
from his eleven seasons in the FIM Motocross 
World Championship he has suffered just one 
with a significant injury that meant serious 
downtime: a wrecked knee in South Africa for 
round ten of the 2008 MX2 schedule (his last on 
the 250). It was the only term from 2004 where 
he failed to finish in the top three of a cham¬ 
pionship chase. The misfortune of a broken 
wrist fortunately came at the 2011 Motocross 
of Nations in France where the KTM rider had a 
winter period to recover. 

Cairoli is a naturally strong athlete but is by 
no means a muscle-man. His slight frame is a 
natural fit for the 350SX-F and is an asset when 
it comes to his starts. Agility might have helped 
with injury prevention but ‘222’ has never been 
much of a crasher, even in some of his wilder 
(and very exciting) MX2 days. 

The overall point of this focus on the world 
champion is to highlight - again - just how 
much of a war of attrition MXGP has turned 
out to be thanks to race calendars that are 
now stretching to 17-18 rounds. One of Cairoli’s 
similarities to Valentino Rossi (aside from flair, 
enjoyment of the racing scene) is his ever-pres- 
ence - Rossi famously has only sat out a chunk 
of one season in eighteen (four fixtures in 2010 
with a broken leg) - and until riders like Gautier 


Paulin and Clement Desalle can shrink further 
their already small margins of error then Cairoli 
will remain a force, or the force. In a brutal and 
often brutally cruel sport such as MXGP or AMA 
MX/SX a premier athlete can be on the clock 
when it comes to the next prang and hospital 
visit. Sometimes that alarm bell rings more 
frequently for others (Evgeny Bobryshev, Max 
Nagl) and sometimes resets (Kevin Strijbos, 
Steven Frossard). 

In Thailand the baffling issue with the ETS fuel 
supply bubbling up in some of the Japanese 
race machinery (KTM didn’t suffer so much with 
their fuel tank divided over the frame while the 
Kawasakis and Suzukis, to pick just two brands, 
felt the effects of the single unit located just 
over the engine) proved costly to the aspirations 
of Tommy Searle, gave Strijbos and Frossard 
a scare and frustrated the likes of Paulin and 
Desalle. 

Cairoli has the biggest target and has been 
wearing it on his back with those shiny numbers 
since the start of the decade. Desalle, Paulin 
and Frossard have been the closest contenders 
and they know the importance of the long-game 
and how bloody hard it is to maintain a certain 
level over six months and a plethora of race con¬ 
ditions. For the sake of the championship I hope 
they - or another other pretenders in 2014 - 
don’t meet a premature and messy end to their 
aspirations like Searle. By the same means they 
also cannot afford too many Grands Prix like 
Thailand where matters were taken out of their 
hands. Cairoli already has a sixteen point lead 
after two rounds and that could easily reach 
the distance of one moto (25 points) when the 
circus leaves Brazil. The champion’s challengers 
know that it is imperative that the ‘Cairoli Cush¬ 
ion’ is not built too early in the season. Either 
that or they hope for motocross’ indiscriminate 
nature to make a belated attack on its current 
favourite son. 



Products 



SCOTT 

Some more interesting variations on protective 
wear by masters of the trade, Scott, and the ‘Soft- 
con’ line has been getting some favourable reviews 
in other publications. The ‘Jacket Protector’ is de¬ 
signed to be worn under the jersey while integrating 
any neck brace. The innovative soft SAS TEC foam 
is associated with a tear and scratch resistant foil 
and built with venting for improved breathability. 
The key here is comfort and weight and the alliance 
with German firm SAS TEC means a high level of 
ergonomics and a decent fit. In the words of Scott 
themselves ‘wear it, forget it’. The Softcon link also 
extends to a Vest Protector as well as body armour: 

http://www.scott-sports.com/gb/en/category/mot- 
orsports/MotosportsOffroad_2014/MotosportsOf- 
f roa d P rote ct i o n_2 014/ 


























KTM 

For an indication of the depth of KTM’s appeal as 
a brand then look no further than the company’s 
extensive array of ‘Powerwear’ and ‘Powerparts’. 
We’ve flagged some of the official associations and 
licences the Austrians have obtained - with the 
likes of Leatt, Alpinestars and Arai - and of course 
there is the nobility behind the Kini Collection but 
we thought we’d show some of the slightly weirder 
items in the Powerwear cave of accessories. 

Here the KTM ‘aficionado’ can ‘orangise’ their 
home in a number of unexpected ways. From a dog 
bowl to the now-famous KTM toaster, from salt and 
pepper pots to a fly swatter, from an off-road cup 
coaster to a throttle grip bottle opener...It is clear 
that those folks in Mattighofen revel in the chance 
to forge inventive means of combining the look 
and feel of KTM into everyday relatively mundane 
practical items. Although the KTM rubber duck is 
allegedly one of the best-selling products of the 
Powerwear range we reckon the extravagant cuck¬ 
oo clock might soon rival it...or perhaps not. 

You certainly cannot fault KTM for their sense of 
humour, or for their willingness to let fans of the 
brand enjoy a high level of submersion. Motorcy¬ 
clists usually live around their two-wheels, so why 
not a bit more celebration of the fact in other parts 
of the house? 

http://shop.ktm.com/at_de/powerwear. 

html?showall=l 
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ODFU 

English clothing brand One Down Five Up is all 
about limited edition cool and in this issue where 
we focus on one of the most visually appealing cus¬ 
tom bike companies on the scene then it is entirely 
appropriate that we flag some of the new designs 
by the guys at ODFU. 


Not only are you getting your hands on a quality, 
hand made/designed garment but the attention to 
detail and the packaging is first class and personal¬ 
ised. Lately the brains behind ODFU have started to 
decorate random parcels with bits of nostalgia that 
include ‘old motorcycle cigarette cards, old Triumph 
posters, or even a genuine Speedway programme 
dating back to as early as the 50s’. ODFU is a 
small, original and exclusive little operation with a 
smart looking website. All-in-all ideal gift material 
for mates or family. Well worth a look 
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Monster Energy Girls 
By JP Acevedo 
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